
ANNUAL REPORT 2014
shaping the best new thinking 

shining a spotlight on crucial issues

advancing sustainable solutions

2014 BY THE NUMBERS

31 books published 

21 people trained at annual Conservation Finance Boot Camp 

22 books translated into 7 languages

45 partners collaborating on projects

73 cities around the world visited by Island Press authors 

384 mentions of Island Press books in the media

1,347 people registered for a webinar on creating healthy cities, 

     the highest to date

   122,497 print and e-books sold



THREE QUESTIONS WITH CRISTINA EISENBERG, PH.D. 

Why did you write The Carnivore Way?
In my work as a conservation biologist who studies wolves, and as someone who has spent twenty years 
living in the rural West, I am keenly aware of the considerable conservation challenges large carnivores 
such as wolves, grizzly bears, and cougars face, mostly due to human intolerance. I wrote The Carnivore 
Way to shed light on their ecological roles, their conservation status, the public policy that governs their 
management, and how we can coexist better with them. 

What reaction has surprised you the most?
The top scientifi c journals in the world, such as Science, said that the most notable thing about the book, 
besides the fact that it contains sound science, are the stories I tell. These reviewers, and also many of  
the scientists who have read my book and have contacted me, said that in order to advance science and 
conservation it is critically important that scientists tell the sorts of stories I tell in this book.

What was it like working with your editor, Barbara Dean? 
The Carnivore Way was a very diffi cult, complex book to write. In it, I wanted to engage readers, open 
minds, and help mend some of the divisiveness that is intrinsic to large carnivore conservation. Barbara 
Dean played an instrumental role in helping me tell the stories that needed to be told in a fair and honest 
manner. She guided me at every step, helped me fi nd my voice, and helped me communicate as compel-
lingly and effectively as possible with a broad readership. The Carnivore Way has succeeded in helping 
create common ground for discourse about conservation to a great degree because of her guidance. For 
example, Congress is using it to address recent legislative challenges to the Endangered Species Act.

YOUR SUPPORT OF ISLAND PRESS IS:

CREATING SAFER STREETS FOR ALL 
As more cities seek to redesign their streets to provide safe passage for all, the success of our Urban 
Street Design Guide continues to grow. This guide from the National Association of City Transportation 
Offi cials has received the offi cial endorsement of 44 cities, eight states, and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, enabling thousands of engineers, planners, and designers to use the guide in their work. 

Ultimately, these endorsements will enable cities and states to direct billions of dollars to creating safe 
bike- and pedestrian- friendly streets. In California, the book is driving $248 million in spending through 
the Caltrans Active Transportation Program—funds earmarked for projects that encourage safe biking 
and walking. 

TRAINING PROFESSIONALS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
To make great ideas more accessible, we are transforming select Island Press books into online courses. 
Hosted on the U.S. Green Building Council’s new continuing education platform, our courses teach a range 
of skills, from tackling specifi c design issues to resolving disagreements so that projects can move forward. 

A course created with Lucy Moore and based on her 2013 environmental-mediation book Common 
Ground on Hostile Turf was fi fth most popular of all USGBC courses (as of April 2015). We completed our 
fi rst fi ve classes in 2014, and will develop another six in 2015 to give more professionals access to the 
best thinking on sustainability.

2014 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Island Press responds to today’s environmental questions and cultivates new ideas to prepare for 
tomorrow’s challenges. Because of generous supporters like you, the best, most timely science is 
reaching people who need it. Your philanthropic support and the proceeds from our books go right 
back into shaping and disseminating great ideas. 

BEST WISHES TO A LEADER IN ENVIRONMENTAL LITERATURE!
Island Press would like to recognize the signifi cant contributions of Executive Editor Barbara Dean, who retired 
at the end of 2014, 36 years after co-founding Island Press. Her role in shaping and guiding the organization was 
profound, helping establish Island Press as an early leader in environmental thought. She championed numerous 
books that challenged conventional thinking about biodiversity and ecological science, infl uencing the way in 
which conservation policy and management are implemented around the world. Barbara will always be a part of 
the heart and soul of  Island Press. As Island Press expands our publishing efforts, we carry on her work.

INCOME EXPENSES  

Fundraising 
12%

Foundation 
Grants 
50%

Earned 
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38%

 Individual 
Contributions  

12%

Program 
Services 

76%

Management and 
Administration   

13%

Revenue         
Foundation Grants ..........$3,227,025 
Individual Contributions....$785,723
Earned Revenue..............$2,463,440

Expenses      
Program Services........................$3,519,980
Management & Administration....$586,958
Fundraising.................................$537,121



“I wrote The Carnivore Way to open minds and help people find common ground.” 
 - Cristina Eisenberg 

LOOK INSIDE FOR OUR INTERVIEW WITH THE AUTHOR!

2015: UPCOMING TITLES 
This fall, Island Press will inspire people to scale-up conservation efforts, delight 
in the wild, and take action locally. 

See the entire fall catalog online: http://bit.ly/IPfall2015 
Or scan here to read it on your mobile device:

Quantified 
Joe Whitworth
New environmental solutions that draw on lessons from 
tech-savvy, high-impact organizations 

Satellites in the High Country
Jason Mark
Expeditions to the edges of humanity’s grid show the perfect mystery 
of the wild

Start-Up City
Gabe Klein with David Vega-Barachowitz
Part inspiration, part how-to; learn how the public sector can get 
projects done quickly and have fun


