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Peter Plastrik is cofounder and Vice-President, Innovation Network for Communities (INC), 
a nonprofit national network of community system innovators. A prolific author, Peter wrote 
Banishing Bureaucracy: The Five Strategies for Reinventing Government and The Reinventor’s 
Fieldbook: Tools for Transforming Your Government with coauthor David Osborne. 

Madeleine Beaubien Taylor, Ph.D., has conducted policy and evaluation research for the 
public and nonprofit sectors since 1987. She has consulted to governments, universities, 
and foundations as well as to community-based nonprofits, on issues that include culture 
and the environment, community economic development and nonprofit network-building. 

John Cleveland is President and a founder of the Innovation Network for Communities (INC).

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: 
Beaver Island, Michigan
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts
Tamworth, New Hampshire
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Peter Plastrik, Madeleine Taylor, and John Cleveland

Connecting to Change the World
Harnessing the Power of Networks for Social Impact

Something new and important is afoot. Nonprofit and philanthropic 
organizations are under increasing pressure to do more and to do better to 
increase and improve productivity with fewer resources. Social entrepreneurs, 
community-minded leaders, nonprofit organizations, and philanthropists 
now recognize that to achieve greater impact they must adopt a network-
centric approach to solving difficult problems. Building networks of like-
minded organizations and people offers them a way to weave together and 
create strong alliances that get better leverage, performance, and results than 
any single organization is able to do.

While the advantages of such networks are clear, there are few resources that 
offer easily understandable, field-tested information on how to form and 
manage social-impact networks. Drawn from the authors’ deep experience 
with more than thirty successful network projects, Connecting to Change the 
World provides the frameworks, practical advice, case studies, and expert 
knowledge needed to build better performing networks. Readers will gain 
greater confidence and ability to anticipate challenges and opportunities.

Easily understandable and full of actionable advice, Connecting to Change the 
World is an informative guide to creating collaborative solutions to tackle the 
most difficult challenges society faces.

Actionable advice for forming the social-impact networks aimed at solving 

society's most difficult problems

Business & Economics, General
September 2014 | 6 X 9 | 240 pages. 
13 B&W illustrations, 3 tables
Hardcover: $29.99 978-1-61091-532-8
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-533-5  
Island Press Trade
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Common Ground on 
Hostile Turf
Lucy Moore
2013 | 216 pages.
Paper: $19.95
978-1-61091-411-6

Communication Skills 
for Conservation 
Professionals
Susan K. Jacobson
2009 | 480 pages
Paper: $42.50
978-1-59726-390-0

Of related interest 

New
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Peter Fox-Penner

Smart Power Anniversary Edition
Climate Change, the Smart Grid, and the Future of 
Electric Utilities

Few industries in the U.S. are as stuck in the past as our utilities are. In the face 
of climate change and the need for energy security, a system that took more 
than a century to evolve must now be extensively retooled in the span of a few 
decades, although many of the technologies and institutions needed are still 
being designed or tested. It is like rebuilding our entire airplane fleet, along 
with our runways and air traffic control system, while the planes are all up in 
the air filled with passengers.

In this accessible and insightful book, Peter Fox-Penner considers how 
utilities interact with customers and how the Smart Grid could revolutionize 
their relationship. He considers the costs of, and tradeoffs between, large-
scale power sources such as coal plants and small-scale power sources close 
to customers. Finally, he looks at how utilities can respond to all of these 
challenges and remain viable, while financing hundreds of billions of dollars 
of investment without much of an increase in sales.

This Anniversary Edition includes up-to-date assessments of the industry by 
such leading energy experts as Daniel Estes and Jim Rogers, as well as a new 
afterword from the author.

A well-articulated, widely accepted, and coherent vision of what our 

electic grid should look like

Energy & Climate, Business & Economics 
September 2014 | 6 X 9 | 352 pages. 
9 illustrations 
Paperback: $28.00 978-1-61091-589-2 
E-Book: $27.99 978-1-61091-590-8
Island Press Trade  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Unquenchable
Robert Glennon
2010 | 432 pages.
Paperback: $19.95
978-1-59726-816-5

Of related interest 

New

Peter Fox-Penner, Ph.D., is a consulting executive and an internationally recognized 
authority on energy and electric power industry issues. He is a Principal and the 
Chairman Emeritus of The Brattle Group, a leading international economic consulting 
firm.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Falls Church, Virginia

Climate Change and 
Energy Supply and Use
Thomas J. Wilbanks
2014 | 86 pages.
Paper: $29.99
978-1-61091-552-6
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New
Darrin Nordahl

Public Produce
Cultivating Our Parks, Plazas, and Streets for Healthier Cities

Why plant trees that only provide shade when they could yield fruit as 
well? Why not take advantage of sunny patches at the outskirts of parking 
lots to grow carrots and strawberries, free for the harvesting? The idea that 
public land could be used creatively to grow fresh food for local citizens was 
beginning to gain traction when Public Produce was first published in 2009, but 
there were few concrete examples of action. Today, things are different: fruits 
and vegetables are thriving in parks, plazas, along our streets, and around 
our civic buildings. This revised edition profiles numerous communities and 
community officials that are rethinking the role of public space in cities, and 
how our most revered urban gathering spots might nourish both body and 
soul. Taking readers from inspiration to implementation, Public Produce is 
chock full of tantalizing images and hearty lessons for bringing agriculture 
back into our cities. 

Substantially revised edition highlights recent successes of and lessons 

learned from urban agriculture

Darrin Nordahl is an award-winning writer on issues of food and city design. He 
completed his bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture at the University of California 
at Davis and his master’s degree in urban design at Cal-Berkeley. From 2006 to 2012, he 
was the City Designer at the Davenport Design Center, in Davenport, Iowa.  He currently 
lives and writes in Berkeley, California and is the author of Making Transit Fun!, My Kind of 
Transit, and a forthcoming book on local food traditions in Appalachia.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Berkeley, California

Food & Agriculture, Land Use Planning 
September 2014 | 5.5 X 8.25 | 216 pages.
33 photographs 
Paperback: $19.99 978-1-61091-549-6 
E-Book: $19.99 978-1-61091-550-2 
Island Press Trade 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Kitchen Literacy
Ann Vileisis
2007 | 344 pages.
Paperback: $25.00
978-1-59726-717-5

Food, Genes, and Culture
Gary Paul Nabhan
2013 | 248 pages.
Paperback: $19.99
978-1-61901-492-5

Of related interest 
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Jaime Lerner

Urban Acupuncture

During his three terms as mayor of Curitiba, Brazil in the 1970s and ‘80s, 
architect and urbanist Jaime Lerner transformed his city into a global model 
of the sustainable and livable community. Through his pioneering work, 
Lerner has learned that changes to a community don’t need to be large-scale 
and expensive to have a transformative impact—in fact, one block, park, or 
a single person can have an outsized effect on life in the surrounding city. 
In Urban Acupuncture, his first work published in English, Lerner celebrates 
these “pinpricks” of urbanism—projects, people, and initiatives from around 
the world that ripple through their communities to uplift city life. With 
meditative and descriptive prose, Lerner brings readers around the world to 
streets and neighborhoods where urban acupuncture has been practiced best, 
from the bustling La Boqueria market in Barcelona to the revitalization of the 
Cheonggyecheon River in Seoul, South Korea. Through this journey, Lerner 
invites us to re-examine the true building blocks of vibrant communities—
the tree-lined avenues, night vendors, and songs and traditions that connect 
us to our cities and to one another.

Celebrated architect and urbanist Jaime Lerner's pioneering classic on 

creating livable and sustainable public space

Land Use Planning
September 2014 | 5.25 X 8.125 | 156 pages. 
45 color photographs and illustrations 
Hardcover: $19.99 978-1-61091-583-0
E-Book: $19.99 978-1-61091-584-7
Island Press Trade  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Life Between Buildings
Jan Gehl
2008 | 216 pages.
Paperback: $40.00
978-1-59726-827-1

Design for an Empathic 
World
Sim Van der Ryn
2013 | 192 pages.
Paperback: $35.00
978-1-61091-426-0

Jaime Lerner is a renowned architect and urban planner who served three terms as 
mayor of the city of Curitiba, Brazil and two terms as governor of the State of Paraná. 
During his time in office, Lerner led initiatives to improve sustainability, transportation, 
and quality of life that made Curitiba a model of urbanism. He has won numerous 
international awards, including the United Nations Environmental Award (1990), and 
was nominated as one of Time magazine’s 25 most influential thinkers in the world in 
2010. Lerner is Founder of the consulting firm Jaime Lerner Associated Architects, served 
as President of the International Union of Architects (2002-2005), and is currently a 
member of the Board of Directors of the World Resources Institute. 

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Curitiba, Brazil

Of related interest 

New



Emily Monosson

Unnatural Selection
How We Are Changing Life, Gene by Gene

An eye-opening and compelling exploration of human-induced 

rapid evolution

Gonorrhea. Bed bugs. Weeds. Salamanders. Polar Bears. People. All are 
evolving, some surprisingly rapidly, in response to our chemical age. In 
Unnatural Selection, Emily Monosson shows how our drugs, pesticides, and 
pollution are exerting intense selection pressure on all manner of species. And 
we humans might not like the result.

Monosson reveals that the very code of life is more fluid than once imagined. 
When our powerful chemicals put the pressure on to evolve or die, beneficial 
traits can sweep rapidly through a population. Species with explosive 
population growth—the bugs, bacteria, and weeds—tend to thrive, while 
bigger, slower-to-reproduce creatures, like ourselves, are more likely to 
succumb.

Unnatural Selection is eye-opening and more than a little disquieting. But it 
also suggests how we might lesson our impact: manage pests without creating 
super bugs; protect individuals from disease without inviting epidemics; and 
benefit from technology without threatening the health of our children.

Emily Monosson is an independent biochemical toxicologist, writer, consultant, and 
college instructor. She is an adjunct Professor at University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
and teaches as a visiting faculty at Mount Holyoke College. She is the author of Evolution 
in a Toxic World and editor of Motherhood, the Elephant in the Laboratory (Cornell, 2008).

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Montague, Massachusetts
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New

Environmental Health
October 2014 | 6 X 9 | 232 pages. 
Hardcover: $30.00 978-1-61091-498-7 
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-500-7
Island Press Trade 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Evolution in a Toxic World
Emily Monosson
2012 | 240 pages.
Paper: $29.99
978-1-59726-977-3

Seven Modern Plagues
Mark Jerome Walters
2014 | 264 pages.
Paper: $19.99
978-1-61091-465-9

Of related interest 
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Edward Struzik

Future Arctic
Field Notes from a World on the Edge

In one hundred years, or even fifty, the Arctic will look dramatically different 
than it does today. As polar ice retreats and animals and plants migrate 
northward, the arctic landscape is morphing into something new and very 
different from what it once was. While these changes may seem remote, they 
will have a profound impact on a host of global issues, from international 
politics to animal migrations. In Future Arctic, journalist and explorer Edward 
Struzik offers a clear-eyed look at the rapidly shifting dynamics in the Arctic 
region, a harbinger of changes that will reverberate throughout our entire 
world. A unique combination of extensive on-the-ground research, compelling 
storytelling, and policy analysis, Future Arctic offers a new look at the changes 
occurring in this remote, mysterious region and their far-reaching effects.

A look forward to how we might yet shape a future in a vastly changed 

polar region

Edward Struzik has been writing about the Arctic for more than thirty-five years. In 1996 
he was awarded the prestigious Knight Science Journalism Fellowship and spent a year 
at Harvard and MIT researching polar issues. In 2008, he was awarded the Atkinson 
Fellowship in Public Policy. In 2009, Wiley published his book, The Big Thaw: Travels in 
the Melting North, focused on the effects of climate change on the Canadian Arctic.  He 
is an active speaker and lecturer, and is frequently interviewed as an expert on Arctic 
issues. He was recently invited to be part of a six-person expert Arctic Advisory panel on 
by the World Wildlife Fund.  
 

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

New

Natural History & Travel
February 2015 | 6 X 9 | 256 pages.
15 b/w photographs
Hardcover: $27.00 978-1-61091-440-6
E-Book: $26.99 978-1-61091-592-2 
Island Press Trade 
Selling Territory: Worldwide - Other

The Kingdom of Rarities 
Eric Dinerstein
2013 | 312 pages.
Paperback: $24.99
978-1-61091-196-2

Tibet Wild
George B. Schaller
2012 | 384 pages.
Paper: $22.00
978-1-61091-506-9

Of related interest 
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Forster O. Ndubisi

The Ecological Design and 
Planning Reader

From Henry David Thoreau to Rachel Carson, writers have long examined 
the effects of industrialization and its potential to permanently alter the world 
around them. Today, as we experience rapid global urbanization, pressures 
on the natural environment to accommodate our daily needs for food, work, 
shelter, and recreation are greatly intensified. Concerted efforts to balance 
human use with ecological concerns are needed now more than ever.

In The Ecological Design and Planning Reader Professor Ndubisi offers refreshing 
insights into key themes that shape the theory and practice of ecological design 
and planning. He has assembled, synthesized, and framed selected seminal 
published scholarly works in the field from the past one hundred and fifty 
years, ending with a suggested agenda for future research and analysis in 
ecological design and planning.

This is the first volume to bring together classic and contemporary writings on 
the history, evolution, theory, methods, and exemplary practice of ecological 
design and planning. The collection provides students, scholars, researchers, 
and practitioners of landscape architecture, urban design, land use planning, 
and related fields with a solid foundation for understanding the relationship 
between human systems and our natural environment. 

The best scholarly works on ecological design and planning published 

over the past 100 years

Dr. Forster Ndubisi is a Professor and head of the Department of Landscape Architecture 
and Urban Planning at Texas A & M University. A former President of Council of Educators 
in Landscape Architecture (CELA), he is the current Vice President for Research and 
Information for the Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF) Board.
 

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: College Station, Texas

Land Use Planning
November 2014 | 7 X 10 | 624 pages.
73 photographs and line drawings
Hardcover: $90.00 978-1-61091-490-1
Paper: $45.00 978-1-61091-489-5
E-Book: $44.99 978-1-61091-491-8
Island Press Text  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Urban Ecological Design
Danilo Palazzo and 
Frederick Steiner
2011 | 328 pages.
Paperback: $37.50
978-1-59726-829-5

Biophilic Cities
Timothy Beatley
2010 | 208 pages.
Paperback: $35.00
978-1-59726-715-1

Of related interest 

New



Jaimie Hicks Masterson, Walter Gillis Peacock, Shannon S. Van Zandt, 
Himanshu Grover, Lori Feild Schwarz, and John Cooper, Jr.

Planning for Community Resilience
A Handbook for Reducing Vulnerability to Disasters

An invaluable tool for professionals working to protect their 

community from natural disasters

How can we plan and design stronger communities? From New Orleans 
to Galveston to the Jersey Shore, communities struck by natural disasters 
struggle to recover long after the first responders have left. Globally, the 
average annual number of natural disasters has more than doubled since 
1980. These catastrophes are increasing in number as well as in magnitude, 
causing greater damage as we experience rising sea levels and other effects 
of climate change.

Communities can reduce their vulnerability to disaster by becoming more 
resilient—to not only bounce back more readily from disasters but to grow 
stronger, more socially cohesive, and more environmentally responsible. 
To be truly resilient, disaster preparation and recovery must consider 
all populations in the community. By bringing together natural hazards 
planning and community planning to consider vulnerabilities, more resilient 
and equitable communities are achievable.

In Planning for Community Resilience the authors describe an inclusive 
process for creating disaster-resilient communities. This handbook guides 
any community through the process of determining their level of hazard 
exposure, physical vulnerability, and social vulnerability with the goal of 
determining the best planning strategy. This will be an invaluable tool for 
professionals working to protect their community from disturbance.

Jaimie Hicks Masterson is the Program Coordinator of Texas Target Cities at Texas A&M 
University. 

Walter Gillis Peacock, Ph.D., is a Professor in the Department of Landscape Architecture 
and Urban Planning and Director of the Hazard Reduction & Recovery Center at Texas 
A&M University. 

Shannon S. Van Zandt, Ph.D. is Assistant Professor in the Department of Landscape 
Architecture and Urban Planning and the Director of the Center for Housing and Urban 
Development at Texas A&M University. 

Himanshu Grover, Ph.D., is Assistant Professor in the Department of Urban Planning and 
Regional Planning at the University of Buffalo. 

Lori Feild Schwarz is the Comprehensive Planning Manager for the City of Plano, Texas.

John Cooper, Jr., is Associate Professor of Practice in the Department of Landscape 
Architecture and Urban Planning at Texas A&M University.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: Buffalo, New York (Grover), Plano, Texas (Schwarz), and College 
Station, Texas, for the remaining authors
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Land Use Planning
November 2014 | 7 X 10 | 304 pages.
8 photographs and 30 illustrations
Paperback: $35.00 978-1-61091-585-4
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-586-1 
Island Press Short 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Planning for Post-
Disaster Recovery
Gavin Smith
2012 | 456 pages.
Paper: $50.00
978-1-59726-945-2

Planning for Coastal 
Resilience
Timothy Beatley
2009 | 200 pages.
Paper: $30.00
978-1-59726-562-1

Of related interest 

New



The Worldwatch Institute

Vital Signs Volume 21
The Trends That Are Shaping Our Future

The latest data and key trends to inform and inspire the changes needed 

to build a sustainable world

Vital Signs Volume 21 is all about growth. From natural disasters to cars to 
organic farming, the two dozen trends examined here indicate both increasing 
pressure on natural resources and scaled up efforts to live more sustainably. 

In 2012, world auto production set yet another record with passenger-car 
production rising to 66.7 million. That same year, the number of natural 
disasters climbed to 905, roughly one hundred more than the 10-year annual 
average, and 90 percent were weather related. Alongside these mounting 
pressures come investments in renewable energy and sustainable agriculture. 
The number of acres of land farmed organically has tripled since 1999, though 
it still makes up less than 1% of total farmland. 

Not all the statistics are going up. Key measures of development aid have 
fallen, as have global commodity prices. Yet the overall trend is expansion, 
both for the good and ill of the planet. Vital Signs provides the latest data 
available, but its value goes beyond simple numbers. Through insightful 
analysis of global trends, it offers a starting point for those seeking solutions 
to the future’s intensifying challenges. 

Founded in 1974 by farmer and economist Lester Brown, Worldwatch was the first 
independent research institute devoted to the analysis of global   environmental 
concerns. Worldwatch quickly became recognized by  opinion  leaders around the 
world for its accessible, fact-based  analysis of  critical global issues. Now under the 
leadership of  population expert  and author Robert Engelman, Worldwatch develops  
innovative solutions to  intractable problems, emphasizing a blend of  government 
leadership,  private sector enterprise, and citizen action  that can make a  sustainable 
future a reality.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Washington, DC
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New

Biodiversity & Wildlife, Energy & Climate, 
Food & Agriculture
September 2014 | 7 X 9.25 | 136 pages.
110 Photos, figures, and tables
Paperback: $21.99 978-1-61091-539-7
E-Book: $21.99 978-1-61091-540-3 
Island Press Short 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Vital Signs Volume 20
The Worldwatch Institute
2013 | 168 pages.
Paper: $19.99
978-1-61091-456-7

State of the World 2014
The Worldwatch Institute
2014 | 320 pages.
Paper: $23.00
978-1-61091-541-0

Of related interest 



Andy Dyer

Chasing the Red Queen
The Coevolution of Pests and Poisons

Natural system solutions for the greatest challenge of the twenty-first 

century: feeding nine billion people

In the race to feed the world’s seven billion people, we are at a standstill. Over 
the past century, we have developed increasingly potent and sophisticated 
pesticides, yet in 2014, the average percentage of U.S. crops lost to agricultural 
pests was no less than in 1944. To use a metaphor the field of evolutionary 
biology borrowed from Alice in Wonderland, farmers must run ever faster to 
stay in the same place—i.e., produce the same yields.

With Chasing the Red Queen, Andy Dyer offers the first book to apply the Red 
Queen Hypothesis to agriculture. Dyer examines one of the world’s most 
pressing problems as a biological case study. He presents key concepts, from 
Darwin’s principles of natural selection to genetic variation and adaptive 
phenotypes. Understanding the fundamentals of ecology and biology is the 
first step to “playing the Red Queen,” and escaping her unwinnable race. The 
book’s novel frame will help students, researchers, and policy-makers alike 
apply that knowledge to the critical task of achieving food security.

Andy Dyer is Professor of Biology at the University of South Carolina, Aiken. He is the 
author or coauthor of thirty journal articles and book chapters in plant ecology. Dr. 
Dyer's research interests are in population and community ecology, invasive species 
ecology, and habitat restoration. His current research focuses on population biology of 
invasive grasses, including competitive ability and germination traits.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Aiken, South Carolina
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Food & Agriculture, Ecosystem Science & 
Management
December 2014 | 6 X 9 | 216 pages.
18 boxes, 2 figures
Hardcover: $60.00 978-1-61091-518-2
Paper: $30.00 978-1-61091-519-9
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-520-5
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Water Resources
Shimon C. Anisfeld
2010 | 352 pages.
Paper: $30.00
978-1-59726-495-2

The Global Farms Race
Edited by Michael Kugelman 
and Susan L. Levenstein
2012 | 248 pages.
Paper: $25.00
978-1-61091-187-0

Of related interest 

New
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Michael Soulé is Professor Emeritus of Environmental Studies, University of California, 
Santa Cruz. A founder and first president of the Society for Conservation Biology and 
The Wildlands Network, Dr. Soulé  has written and edited nine books on biology, 
conservation biology, and the social and policy context of conservation and has 
published more than 170 papers in journals. Soulé is a fellow of both the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science and the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. Among his many honors, Dr. Soulé is the sixth recipient of the Archie 
Carr Medal and in the first class of recipients of The Edward O. Wilson Biodiversity 
Technology Pioneer Award.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Paonia, Colorado

Michael E. Soulé

Collected Papers of Michael E. Soulé
Early Years in Modern Conservation Biology

In the early 1970s, the environmental movement was underway. 
Overpopulation was recognized as a threat to human well-being, and 
scientists like Michael Soulé believed there was a connection between 
anthropogenic pressures on natural resources and the loss of the planet’s 
biodiversity. Soulé recognized the importance of a healthy natural world and 
with other leaders of the day pushed for a new interdisciplinary approach 
to preserving biological diversity. Thirty years later, he is hailed by many as 
the single most important force in the development of the modern science of 
conservation biology.

This book is a select collection of seminal writings by Michael Soulé over a 
thirty-year time-span from 1980 through the present day. Intended for a new 
generation of students, it offers a fresh presentation of goals of conservation 
biology, and inspiration and guidance for the global biodiversity crises 
facing us today. Readers will come away with an understanding of the 
science, passion, idealism, and sense of urgency that drove early founders of 
conservation biology like Michael Soulé.

Seminal writings by the most important force in the development of the 

modern science of conservation biology

New

Biodiversity & Wildlife
October 2014 | 6 X 9 | 288 pages.
14 figures; 19 tables
Hardcover: $35.00 978-1-61091-574-8
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-576-2
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Foundations of 
Ecological Resilience 
Edited by Lance H. 
Gunderson, Craig R. 
Allen, and C.S. Holling
2009 | 496 pages.
Paper: $40.00
978-1-59726-511-9

Forgotten Grasslands of 
the South
Reed F. Noss
2012 | 320 pages.
Paper: $35.00
978-1-59726-489-1

Of related interest 
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George Wuerthner, Eileen Crist, and Tom Butler

Protecting the Wild
Parks and Wilderness, the Foundation for Conservation

Protected natural areas have historically been the primary tool of 
conservationists to conserve land and wildlife. These parks and reserves are 
set apart to forever remain in contrast to those places where human activities, 
technologies, and developments prevail. But even as the biodiversity crisis 
accelerates, a growing number of voices are suggesting that protected areas 
are passé. Conservation, they argue, should instead focus on lands managed 
for human use—working landscapes—and abandon the goal of preventing 
human-caused extinctions in favor of maintaining ecosystem services to 
support people. If such arguments take hold, we risk losing support for the 
unique qualities and values of wild, undeveloped nature.

Protecting the Wild offers a spirited argument for the robust protection 
of the natural world. In it, experts from five continents reaffirm that 
parks, wilderness areas, and other reserves are an indispensable—albeit 
insufficient—means to sustain species, subspecies, key habitats, ecological 
processes, and evolutionary potential.

A companion volume to Keeping the Wild: Against the Domestication of Earth, 
Protecting the Wild provides a necessary addition to the conversation about 
the future of conservation in the so-called Anthropocene, one that will be 
useful for academics, policymakers, and conservation practitioners at all 
levels, from local land trusts to international NGOs.

A collection of passionate and reasonable arguments for the robust 

protection of the natural world

George Wuerthner is the Ecological Projects Director for the Foundation for Deep Ecology, 
where he does research and writes about environmental issues. For many years he was a 
full-time freelance photographer and writer and has published thirty-five books on natural 
history, conservation history, ecology, and environmental issues.

Eileen Crist teaches at Virginia Tech in the Department of Science and Technology in 
Society, where she is advisor for the undergraduate program Humanities, Science, and 
Environment. She is author of Images of Animals: Anthropomorphism and Animal Mind and 
coeditor of Gaia in Turmoil: Climate Change, Biodepletion, and Earth Ethics in an Age of Crisis. 

Tom Butler, a Vermont-based conservation activist and writer, is the board president of the 
Northeast Wilderness Trust and the former longtime editor of Wild Earth journal. His books 
include Wildlands Philanthropy, Plundering Appalachia, and ENERGY: Overdevelopment and 
the Delusion of Endless Growth.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES:
Helena, Montana
Blacksburg, Virginia
Huntington, Vermont

New

Ecosystem Science & Management
Biodiversity & Wildlife
February 2015 | 6 X 9 | 248 pages.
Paperback: $24.95 978-1-61091-548-9
E-Book: $23.99 978-1-61091-551-9
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Keeping the Wild
George Wuerthner, Eileen 
Crist, and Tom Butler
2014 | 248 pages  
Paperback: $24.95
978-1-61091-558-8

To Conserve Unimpaired
Robert B. Keiter
2013 | 368 pages
Paper: $35.00
978-1-59726-660-4

Of related interest 
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Ann L. Riley

Restored Urban Streams
Case Studies in Science and Practice

Thirty years ago, urban streams were perceived as little more than flood 
control devices designed to hurry water through cities and neighborhoods 
with scant thought for aesthetics or ecological considerations. But stream 
restoration pioneers like hydrologist Ann Riley argued that by restoring 
ecological function and with careful management, streams and rivers could 
be a net benefit to cities instead of a net liability. Riley has since spearheaded 
numerous urban stream restoration projects and put to rest the long-held 
misconception that degraded urban streams are beyond help.

What has been missing, however, has been detailed guidance for restoration 
practitioners wanting to undertake similar urban stream restoration projects 
that worked with, rather than against, nature. This book presents the author’s 
thirty years of practical experience managing long-term stream and river 
restoration projects in heavily degraded urban environments.  Although the 
case studies are local, the principles, methods, and tools are universal, and 
can be applied in almost any city in the world.

Universal principles, methods, and tools for urban stream restoration

Ann L. Riley is the Watershed and Stream Protection/Restoration Advisor for the San 
Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board. Previously, she was Executive Director of the 
Waterways Restoration Institute, where she worked on the design and installation of stream 
restoration projects. She has also been involved in the evaluation of national water policy for 
the National Research Council, the Institute for Water Resources, and federal task forces.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Berkeley, California

Ecological Restoration, Water
February 2015 | 7 X 10 | 240 pages.
79 black-and-white photographs, 11 tables, 
41 black-and-white figures, 7 color photos 
Hardcover: $70.00 978-1-61091-354-6
Paper: $35.00 978-1-61091-355-3
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-356-0 
Island Press Short 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Restoring Ecological 
Health to Your Land
Steven I. Apfelbaum and 
Alan Haney
2010 | 264 pages.
Paper: $32.00
978-1-59726-572-0

Restoring Disturbed 
Landscapes 
David J. Tongway and 
John A. Ludwig
2010 | 216 pages.
Paper: $35.00
978-1-59726-581-2

Of related interest 

New



Developed to inform the 3rd National Climate Assessment to be released this spring, this 
Island Press series comprises eleven regional and sectoral reports that highlight past 
climate trends, projected climate change and vulnerabilities, and impacts to specific 
sectors. The state of the art information in each report comes from a broad range of 
experts in academia, private industry, state and local governments, NGOs, professional 
societies, and impacted communities. These books also include case studies on topics 
such as adaptive capacity; climate change effects on freshwater availability and quality; 
regional and community economies; urbanization, transportation, and infrastructure 
vulnerabilities; ecosystem services; and agriculture sustainability.

National Climate Assessment Technical Input Reports

Titles in this series:

•	 Climate	Change	and	Pacific	Islands:	Indicators	and	Impacts
•	 Coastal	Impacts,	Adaptation,	and	Vulnerabilities
•	 Climate	Change	in	the	Midwest:	A	Synthesis	Report	for	the	National	Climate	Assessment
•	 Climate	Change	in	the	Northeast:	A	Sourcebook
•	 Climate	Change	in	the	Northwest:	Implications	for	Our	Landscapes,	Waters,	and	Communities
•	 Oceans	and	Marine	Resources	in	a	Changing	Climate
•	 Climate	of	the	Southeast	United	States:	Variability,	Change,	Impacts,	and	Vulnerability
•	 Assessment	of	Climate	Change	in	the	Southwest	United	States
•	 Great	Plains	Technical	Input	Report
•	 Climate	Change	and	Energy	Supply	and	Use
•	 Climate	Change	and	Infrastructure,	Urban	Systems,	and	Vulnerabilities

For more on these reports, visit islandpress.org/nca
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