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"[A] colorful history of times long gone, of environments degraded, of an intricate 
web of life threatened—and how it has finally begun to recover through the hopeful 
work of communities and their leaders…[A] fascinating book, filled with anecdote 
and history, they explore the complex environment of the region, its fabulous sea 
life, and its colorful cast of humans."     —SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

"In this buoyant history of Monterey Bay, it's the humans, not the ocean life, that 
take center stage… the happy ending, so rare in nature literature nowadays, is re-
freshing."   —PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

"[Explains] the incredible comeback of one of the most important locales for marine 
biodiversity [and details the] entertaining lessons on species interdependence and 
the quirky characters who helped the recovery happen." —TREEHUGGER

For more information about Island 
Press or to place an order, visit 

www.islandpress.org.

Over 500 Island Press titles are available 
in electronic format through all major 
e-book retailers, including: Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, Google, Apple, and Kobo.
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and inspire the sustainable, equitable, resilient cities of the future.
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Brooke Bessesen

Vaquita
Science, Politics, and Crime in the Sea of Cortez

In 2006, vaquita, a diminutive porpoise making its home in the Upper 
Gulf of California, inherited the dubious title of world’s most endangered 
marine mammal. Vaquita have been in decline for decades, dying in 
gillnets intended for the commercially valuable totoaba. Author Brooke 
Bessesen takes us to the Upper Gulf region in search of answers to a heart-
wrenching dilemma. When diplomatic efforts to save the porpoise failed, 
Bessesen traveled with a scientific team in a binational effort to capture 
remaining vaquita and breed them in captivity—the only hope for their 
survival. In this fast-paced, soul-searing tale, she learned that there are no 
easy answers when extinction is profitable.

An intense and haunting story of the struggle to save the “panda of the sea”

Brooke Bessesen is a research fellow with Osa Conservation, a veterinary technician, 
and an author. She has written six books, including award-winning children’s books 
with wildlife-conservation themes, and an Arizona wildlife guide. She has also been 
a television programmer for National Geographic and Discovery Health channels. She 
travels and lectures widely, particularly to educate children about wildlife conservation 
issues.
  
AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Scottsdale, Arizona

New

Biodiversity & Wildlife, Oceans
September 2018 | 6 X 9 | 256 pages.
10 photos, 2 illustrations
Hardcover: $30.00 978-1-61091-931-9 
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-932-6
Island Press Trade
Selling Territory: Worldwide

The Curious Life of Krill 
Stephen Nicol

Of related interest 

The Most Important Fish 
in the Sea
H. Bruce Franklin
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Gary Paul Nabhan

Food from the Radical Center
Healing Our Land and Communities

A vision of agrarianism that bridges the divide between red and blue America

America has never felt more divided. But in the midst of the acrimony comes 
one of the most promising movements in our country’s history. In Food from 
the Radical Center, Gary Nabhan tells the stories of diverse communities who 
are bringing back North America’s unique fare: bison, sturgeon, camas lilies, 
ancient grains, turkeys, and more. These restoration efforts have united people 
from the left and right, rural and urban, in game-changing collaborations. 
As a leading thinker and seasoned practitioner in biocultural conservation, 
Nabhan offers a key perspective on the movement. His most enduring legacy 
may be his message of hope: a vision of a new environmentalism that is just 
and inclusive, allowing former adversaries to commune over delicious foods. 

Gary Paul Nabhan is the Kellogg Endowed Chair at the University of Arizona’s Southwest 
Center. He is author or editor of more than thirty books, including Growing Food in 
a Hotter, Drier Land; Where Our Food Comes From; and Renewing America’s Food 
Traditions. Honored with a MacArthur “genius” award, a Lannan Literary Fellowship, the 
John Burroughs Medal for nature writing, and other awards, Gary is recognized as the 
father of the local food movement.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Patagonia, Arizona

New

Food & Agriculture, Environmental Health  
September 2018 | 6 X 9 | 256 pages. 
Hardcover: $28.00 978-1-61091-919-7 
E-Book: $27.99 978-1-61091-920-3
Island Press Trade 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Where Our Food
Comes From
Gary Paul Nabhan

Food, Genes, and 
Culture
Gary Paul Nabhan

Of related interest 
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Jeff Speck

Walkable City Rules
101 Steps to Making Better Places

Walkable City Rules is a doer’s guide to making change in cities, and making 
it now. Jeff Speck’s follow up to his bestselling Walkable City is the resource 
that cities and citizens need to usher in an era of renewed street life.

The 101 rules are practical yet engaging—worded for arguments at the 
planning commission, illustrated for clarity, and  packed with specifications 
as well as data. For ease of use, the rules are grouped into 19 chapters that 
cover everything from selling walkability, to getting the parking right, 
escaping automobilism, making comfortable spaces and interesting places, 
and doing it now!

Visual and easy‑to‑read steps that make walkability achievable

Jeff Speck is a city planner and urban designer who, through writing, lectures, and built 
work, advocates internationally for more walkable cities. As Director of Design at the 
National Endowment for the Arts, he oversaw the Mayors’ Institute on City Design and 
created the Governors’ Institute on Community Design. Prior to joining the endowment, 
Speck spent ten years as Director of Town Planning at DPZ and Co., the principal firm 
behind the New Urbanism movement. He is author of Walkable City: How Downtown 
Can Save America, One Step at a Time and the co-author of Suburban Nation: The Rise 
of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream as well as The Smart Growth Manual. 
Jeff Speck’s TED talks and other videos have been viewed more than three million times. 
With Walkable City Rules, he can be expected to cement his role as the most listened-to 
city planner in America.
  
AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Brookline, Massachusetts

New

Land Use Planning
October 2018 |  8 X 8 | 240 pages.  
Paperback: $30.00 978-1-61091-898-5
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-899-2  
Island Press Short
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Urban Street Design 
Guide, 2nd Ed.
NACTO

Of related interest 

Within Walking Distance
Philip Langdon
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Melissa Bruntlett and Chris Bruntlett

Building the Cycling City
The Dutch Blueprint for Urban Vitality

The world is rediscovering the bicycle as a multi-pronged solution to acute, 
21st-century problems, including affordability, obesity, congestion, climate 
change, inequity, and social isolation. The Netherlands has built an accessible 
cycling culture that cities around the world can learn from.

Chris and Melissa Bruntlett share the incredible success of the Netherlands 
through engaging interviews with local experts and stories of their own 
delightful experiences riding in five Dutch cities. Building the Cycling City 
examines the triumphs and challenges of the Dutch while also presenting 
stories of North American cities already implementing lessons from across 
the Atlantic. Discover how Dutch cities inspired Atlanta to look at its transit-
bike connection in a new way and showed Seattle how to teach its residents to 
realize the freedom of biking, along with other encouraging examples.

Practical lessons from Dutch cities for anyone looking to make their 
communities and cities more bike‑friendly

Chris and Melissa Bruntlett are co-founders of a marketing and communications firm 
focused on inspiring healthier, happier, simpler forms of mobility through words, 
photography, and film. For many years, they have been developing written and visual 
content, including videos, with a focus on storytelling rather than relaying quantitative 
information. Collectively, they have written hundreds of articles based on the 
experiences of their family both at home in Vancouver and in cities around the world.
  
AUTHORS’ RESIDENCE: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

New

Land Use Planning
August 2018 | 6.5 X 8.375 | 288 pages.
40 photos 
Paperback: $25.00 978-1-61091-879-4 
E-Book: $24.99 978-1-61091-880-0
Island Press Trade  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Copenhagenize
Michael Colville-Anderson

Bike Boom
Carlton Reid

Of related interest 
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New
Cheryl Heller

The Intergalactic Design Guide
Harnessing the Creative Potential of Social Design

An inspirational and practical book on the power and practice of social design

Design has built global brands, disrupted industries, and transformed our 
lives with technology. It has also contributed to the complex challenges we 
face today. In The Intergalactic Design Guide, business strategist and designer 
Cheryl Heller shows how social design offers a new approach to navigate 
uncertainty, increase creativity, strengthen relationships, and develop our 
capacity to collaborate.

The most innovative leaders in the world have instinctively practiced social 
design for decades. Heller has worked with many of these pioneers, observing 
patterns in their methods and translating them into an approach that can 
bring new creative energy to any organization. The Intergalactic Design Guide 
explains eleven common principles, a step-by-step process, and the essential 
skills for successful social design. Nine in-depth examples—from the CEO of 
the largest carpet manufacturer in the world to an entrepreneur with a passion 
for reducing food waste—illustrate the social design process in action.

Whether you are launching a start-up or managing a global NGO, The 
Intergalactic Design Guide  provides both inspiration and practical steps for 
designing a more resilient and fulfilling future.

Cheryl Heller is the Founding Chair of the first MFA program in Design for Social 
Innovation at SVA and President of the design lab CommonWise. She was recently 
awarded a Rockefeller Bellagio Fellowship, and is a recipient of the prestigious AIGA 
Medal for her contribution to the field of design. Her clients have included Ford Motor 
Company, American Express, Pfizer, Mars Corporation, Discovery Networks International, 
Herman Miller, Gap, Bayer Corporation, Seventh Generation, L’Oreal, The World Wildlife 
Fund, Ford Foundation, and the Girl Scouts of America. Heller is the former Board Chair 
of PopTech, and a Senior Fellow at the Babson Social Innovation Lab. She created the 
Ideas that Matter program for Sappi in 1999, which has since given over $13 million to 
designers working for the public good.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: New York, New York

Business
September 2018 | 6 X 8 | 264 pages. 
Color figures and photos throughout.
Hardcover: $36.00 978-1-61091-881-7  
E-Book: $35.99 978-1-61091-882-4  
Island Press Trade
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 

Design for Good
John Cary

Connecting to Change the 
World
Peter Plastrik, Madeleine 
Taylor, and John Cleveland
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New
Peter Annin

The Great Lakes Water Wars

For over a century the Great Lakes have been the target of controversial 
diversion schemes to sell, send, or ship water to thirsty communities, sometimes 
far from the source. In 2008, eight US states signed the historic Great Lakes 
Compact designed to protect the region’s precious freshwater resources. Now 
water diversion controversies of a different kind are pitting communities and 
states against one another. Will the water wars ever be settled?

With three new chapters and significant revisions that bring the story up to 
date over the past decade, this is the definitive behind-the-scenes account 
of the people and stories behind hard-fought battles to protect this precious 
resource that makes the region so special for the millions who call it home.

A fast‑paced account of the people and stories behind the Great Lakes 
water wars

Peter Annin is a veteran conflict and environmental journalist who spent more than 
a decade reporting on a wide variety of issues for Newsweek. He currently serves as 
codirector of the Mary Griggs Burke Center for Freshwater Innovation at Northland 
College in Ashland, Wisconsin. 

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Madison, Wisconsin

Water, Policy & Law  
November 2018 | 6 X 9 | 328 pages. 
33 photos, 20 illustrations 
Paperback: $30.00 978-1-61091-992-0 
E-Book: $29.99 978-1-61091-993-7
Island Press Trade  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 

Water Is for Fighting Over
John Fleck

The Spirit of Dialogue
Aaron T. Wolf
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Michael S. Carolan

The Food Sharing Revolution
How Start-Ups, Pop-Ups, and Co-Ops are Changing the 
Way We Eat

Explores the ways the sharing economy is a hopeful alternative to our 
corporate food system

In The Food Sharing Revolution, Michael Carolan tells the stories of entrepreneurs 
who are bucking the corporate food system. They are farmers like Josh, a co-
op dairyman who doesn’t own his cows, but has a good income and a sense 
of autonomy. They are business owners like Dorothy, who opened her bakery 
with the help of a no-interest crowd-sourced loan. They are chefs like Camilla, 
who introduces diners to her native Colombian cuisine through peer-to-peer 
meal sharing. Each is making the most of the sharing economy, while avoiding 
the pitfalls of Uber and Airbnb. Their success is not only good for aspiring 
producers, but for everyone who wants a healthier, more sustainable, and 
more ethical way to eat.

Michael Carolan is a Professor of Sociology and Associate Dean for Research for the 
College of Liberal Arts at Colorado State University. He is the author of No Eats Alone; 
The Real Cost of Cheap Food; The Sociology of Food and Agriculture; Reclaiming Food 
Security; and Cheaponomics: The High Cost of Low Prices, among other books. Dr. 
Carolan is also co-editor for the Journal of Rural Studies and has published more than 
150 peer-reviewed articles and chapters.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Fort Collins, Colorado

New

Food & Agriculture, Business & Economics, 
Environmental Health 
November 2018 | 6 X 9 | 208 pages. 
Hardcover: $28.00 978-1-61091-886-2 
E-Book: $27.99 978-1-61091-887-9
Island Press Trade
Selling Territory: Worldwide

How to Feed the World
Edited by Jessica Eise 
and Ken Foster

No One Eats Alone
Michael Carolan

Of related interest 
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Daniel Imhoff with Christina Badaracco

The Farm Bill
A Citizen’s Guide

The Farm Bill is one of the most important pieces of legislation the American 
president signs. Negotiated every five to seven years, it has tremendous 
implications for food production, nutrition assistance, habitat conservation, 
international trade, and much more. Yet at nearly 1,000 pages, it is difficult 
to understand for policymakers, let alone citizens. In this primer, Dan Imhoff 
and Christina Badaracco translate all the “legalease” and political jargon into 
an accessible, graphics-rich 200 pages. Readers will learn the basic elements of 
the bill, its origins and history, and perhaps most importantly, the battles that 
will determine the direction of food policy in the coming years. 

An accessible, readable guide to the Farm Bill

Dan Imhoff is the author of multiple books about the food system, including CAFO: 
The Tragedy of Industrial Animal Factories (winner of the Nautilus 2011 Gold Prize 
for Investigative Reporting), Farming with the Wild, and Farming and the Fate of Wild 
Nature (with Jo Ann Baumgartner). Christina Badaracco received her master of public 
health degree from the University of California at Berkeley.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCE’S: Healdsburg, California

New

Biting the Hands that Feed 
Us
Baylen J. Linnekin

Food & Agriculture, Environmental Health, 
Business & Economics
October 2018 | 8 X 9 | 224 pages. 
Paperback: $22.00 978-1-61091-974-6 
E-Book: $21.99 978-1-61091-975-3
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 

Nourished Planet
Barilla Center for Food 
and Nutrition; Edited by 
Danielle Nierenberg
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Andrew M. Barton and William S. Keeton

Ecology and Recovery of Eastern 
Old-Growth Forests

North American landscapes have been shaped by humans for millennia 
through fire, agriculture, and hunting. But the arrival of Europeans several 
centuries ago ushered in an era of rapid conversion of eastern forests to cities, 
farms, transportation networks, and second-growth woodlands. Recently, 
numerous remnants of old growth have been discovered, and scientists 
are developing strategies for their restoration that will foster biological 
diversity and reduce impacts of climate change. Forest ecologists William 
Keeton and Andrew Barton bring together an edited volume that breaks 
new ground in our understanding of eastern old-growth forest ecosystems 
and their importance for resilience in an age of rapid environmental change. 
Leading experts examine topics of contemporary forest ecology across a 
broad geographic canvas in the eastern United States.

New, groundbreaking science on forests for forest owners and managers 

Andrew M. Barton is Professor of Biology at the University of Maine in Farmington and 
author of The Changing Nature of the Maine Woods.

William S. Keeton is Professor of Forest Ecology and Forestry, and serves as the chair of 
the forestry program at the University of Vermont in Burlington.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCE’S: Farmington, Maine; Burlington, Vermont

New

Science, Forests
October 2018 | 6 X 9 | 288 pages.
Hardcover: $80.00 978-1-61091-889-3
Paperback: $40.00 978-1-61091-890-9
E-Book: $39.99 978-1-61091-891-6
Island Press Short 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Of related interest 

People, Forests, and 
Change
Edited by Deanna H. Olson 
and Beatrice Van Horne

Forests in Our Changing 
World
Joe Landsberg and 
Richard Waring
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Christof Spieler

Trains, Buses, People
An Opinionated Atlas of US Transit

An appealing and attractive reference that is also fun, accessible, and hopeful

In Trains, Buses, People: An Opinionated Atlas of US Transit, transportation 
expert Christof Spieler shows how cities can build successful transit.

He profiles the 47 metropolitan areas in the US that have rail transit or BRT, 
using data, photos, and maps for easy comparison. The best and worst 
systems are ranked and Spieler offers analysis of how geography, politics, 
and history complicate transit planning. In this fun and accessible guide 
he shows how the unique circumstances of every city have resulted in very 
different transit systems. In the end, Trains, Buses, People shows what is 
possible with the right tools to build good transit.

Christof Spieler, PE, LEED AP, is a Vice President and Director of Planning at Huitt-Zollars, a 
member of the board of directors of Houston METRO, and a Lecturer at the Rice University 
Schools of Architecture and Engineering.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Houston, Texas

New

Land Use Planning | Transportation
October 2018 
8.5 X 11 | 248 pages. | Full color. 
Hardcover: $80.00 978-1-61091-902-9 
Paper: $40.00 978-1-61091-903-6
E-Book: $39.99 978-1-61091-904-3
Island Press Short 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Human Transit
Jarrett Walker

The End of Automobile 
Dependence
Peter Newman and 

Jeffrey Kenworthy

Of related interest 
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Hal Harvey with Robbie Orvis and Jeffrey Rissman

Designing Climate Solutions
A Policy Guide for Low-Carbon Energy

An accessibly-written guide to the current tools and strategies for 
designing a low‑carbon future

Cutting global carbon emissions is a daunting challenge, but the technologies 
and strategies to meet it exist today. A small set of energy policies, designed 
and implemented well, can put us on the right path. Energy systems are large 
and complex, so energy policy must be focused and cost-effective. One-size-
fits-all approaches simply won’t get the job done. Written by Hal Harvey, CEO 
of environmental policy firm Energy Innovation, with Robbie Orvis and Jeffrey 
Rissman of Energy Innovation, Designing Climate Solutions is a comprehensive 
guide to energy policies that will have the largest impact on carbon emissions, 
and how to design these policies well. In this unique resource, Harvey identifies 
the largest sources of global emissions, the best policies to target these sectors, 
and key design principles for each approach. Designing Climate Solutions gives 
professionals the tools they need to select, design, and implement a portfolio 
of policies that can put us on the path to a livable climate future.

Hal Harvey is the CEO of Energy Innovation, a San Francisco-based energy and 
environmental policy firm. He was the founder of ClimateWorks Foundation and Energy 
Foundation, and served as Environment Program Director at the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation. He served on energy panels appointed by Presidents Bush (41) 
and Clinton, and currently serves as President and Chairman of the Board for several 
financial, science, and philanthropic groups. He is also a Senior Fellow for Energy 
and the Environment at the Paulson Institute. Harvey has B.S. and M.S. degrees from 
Stanford University in Engineering, specializing in Energy Planning.

Robbie Orvis is Director of Energy Policy Design at Energy Innovation: Policy and 
Technology, LLC. Robbie has worked with numerous governments on climate and energy 
policy, including China, Indonesia, Canada, the U.S., Mexico, and Poland, among 
others. His work has been featured in Forbes, The New York Times, The Washington Post, 
and other publications. Robbie holds a Master of Environmental Management from Yale 
University and a B.S. from UC Berkeley.

Jeffrey Rissman is the Industry Program Director and Head of Modeling at Energy 
Innovation: Policy and Technology, LLC. His work has been featured in Forbes, 
Bloomberg, The New York Times, and other publications. Jeffrey holds an M.S. in 
Environmental Sciences and Engineering and a Masters of City and Regional Planning 
from UNC Chapel Hill. 

EDITORS’ RESIDENCES: San Francisco, California

New

Energy & Climate, Policy & Law 
November 2018 | 6.5 X 8.38 | 272 pages. 
Paperback: $25.00 978-1-61091-956-2 
E-Book: $24.99 978-1-61091-957-9
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Energy Sprawl Solutions 
Edited by Joseph M. Kiesecker 
and David E. Naugle

Of related interest 

Our Renewable Future
Richard Heinberg and 
David Fridley
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New

Land Use Planning, Energy & Climate
November 2018 | 8 X 9 | 224 pages. 
Full color.
Paperback: $35.00 978-1-61091-907-4 
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-908-1
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Prospects for Resilience
Catherine Seavitt 
Nordenson, 
Guy Nordenson, and 
Julia Chapman

Urban Street Stormwater 
Design Guide
National Association 
of City Transportation 
Officials

Of related interest 

Stefan Al

Adapting Cities to Sea Level Rise
Green and Gray Strategies

As cities build more flood-management infrastructure to adapt to the effects 
of a changing climate, they must go beyond short-term flood protection 
and consider the long-term effects on the community, its environment, 
economy, and relationship with the water.

Adapting Cities to Sea Level Rise, by infrastructure expert Stefan Al, 
introduces design responses to sea-level rise, drawing from examples 
around the globe. Going against standard engineering solutions, Al argues 
for approaches that are integrated with the public realm, nature-based, 
and sensitive to local conditions and the community. He features design 
responses to building resilience that creates new civic assets for cities.

With the right solution, Al shows, sea-level rise can become an opportunity 
to improve our urban areas and landscapes, rather than a threat to our 
communities.

A clear, graphic guide of design elements for creating resilience strategies

Stefan Al  is Associate Professor of Urban Design at the University of Pennsylvania. He 
has published several books, including Factory Towns of South China: An Illustrated 
Guidebook and The Strip: Las Vegas and the Architecture of the American Dream. As a 
practicing architect and urban designer, he has worked on renowned projects such as 
the Canton Tower in Guangzhou.

AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: New York, New York



Island Press  www.islandpress.org  800•621•2736
13

Peter Plastrik and John Cleveland

Life After Carbon
The Next Global Transformation of Cities

An inspiring look at urban innovation in the face of climate change

In Life After Carbon urban sustainability consultants Pete Plastrik and John 
Cleveland present a global pattern of reinvention from the stories of 25 
“innovation lab” cities—from Copenhagen to Melbourne. Plastrik and 
Cleveland show that four transformational ideas are driving urban climate 
innovation around the world: carbon-free advantage, efficient abundance, 
nature’s benefits, and adaptive futures.

Life After Carbon presents the new ideas that are replacing the pillars of the 
modern-city model, converting climate disaster into urban opportunity, and 
shaping the next transformation of cities worldwide. It will inspire anyone 
who cares about the future of our cities, and help them to map a sustainable 
path forward.

Peter Plastrik and John Cleveland are cofounders of the Innovation Network for 
Communities. They were founding consultants to the Carbon Neutral Cities Alliance 
and the Urban Sustainability Directors Network (USDN), coauthors of several INC 
reports about cities and climate change, and coauthors of Connecting to Change the 
World: Harnessing the Power of Networks for Social Impact. Peter was manager of 
USDN’s Innovation Fund. John serves as executive director of the Boston Green Ribbon 
Commission
 
AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: Beaver Island, Michigan; Tamworth, New Hampshire

New

Land Use Planning, Energy & Climate 
December 2018 | 6 X 9 | 272 pages. 
Paperback: $35.00 978-1-61091-849-7 
E-Book: $34.99 978-1-61091-850-3   
Island Press Short
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Resilient Cities, 2nd Ed.
Peter Newman, Timothy 
Beatley, and Heather Boyer

Can a City Be 
Sustainable?
Worldwatch Institute

Of related interest 
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New 
John Randolph and Gilbert M. Masters

Energy for Sustainability, Second Edition
Foundations for Technology, Planning, and Policy

The most comprehensive text on renewable energy systems, policy, 
and potential 

The most comprehensive textbook on this topic, Energy for Sustainability, 
Second Edition takes a holistic and interdisciplinary approach to help techies 
and policymakers alike understand the policy and social mechanisms 
required to enable conversion to efficient and renewable energy that is clean, 
affordable, and secure. Major revisions to this edition reflect the current 
changes in technology and energy use and focus on new analyses, data, and 
methods necessary to understand and actively participate in the transition to 
sustainable energy. 

Throughout the book, analytical methods for energy and economic analysis 
and design give users a quantitative appreciation for and understanding 
of energy systems. Randolph and Masters use case studies extensively to 
demonstrate current experience and illustrate possibilities.

John Randolph is Professor Emeritus of Environmental Planning at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University. He is former director of Virginia Tech’s School of Public 
and International Affairs and the Virginia Center for Coal and Energy Research. He 
received the William R. and June Dale Prize for Excellence in Urban and Regional 
Planning and is the author of Environmental Land Use Planning and Management from 
Island Press, now in its second edition (2012).

Gilbert M. Masters is the MAP (Emeritus) Professor of Sustainable Energy in the 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Stanford University. His focus is 
on energy efficiency and renewable energy systems as keys to slowing global warming, 
enhancing energy security, and increasing access to energy services in less developed 
parts of the world. He is author or co-author of a number of books, including Renewable 
and Efficient Electric Power Systems, now in its second edition (2013) and Introduction to 
Engineering and Science, now in its third edition (2008).
 
AUTHORS’ RESIDENCES: Blacksburg, Virginia; Stanford, California/Orcas, Washington

Energy & Climate 
August 2018 | 8.5 X 11 | 664 pages. 
Full color.
Hardcover: $150.00 978-1-61091-820-6
E-Book: $149.99 978-1-61091-821-3  
Island Press Text
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Three Revolutions
Daniel Sperling

The Cartoon Introduction 
to Climate Change
Grady Klein and 
Yoram Bauman

Of related interest 
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New in Paperback

Science, Plants
September 2018 | 5 X 8 | 192 pages. 
20 illustrations
Paperback: $17.00 978-1-61091-731-5 
Cloth: $22.00 978-1-61091-603-5
E-Book: $16.99 978-1-61091-604-2
Island Press Trade 
Selling Territory: Worldwide

The Kingdom of Rarities
Eric Dinerstein

The Unnatural History of 
the Sea 
Callum Roberts

Of related interest 

Stefano Mancuso and Alessandra Viola

Brilliant Green
The Surprising History and Science of Plant Intelligence

Are plants intelligent? Can they solve problems, communicate, and navigate 
their surroundings? For centuries, philosophers and scientists have argued 
that plants are unthinking and inert—yet discoveries over the past fifty years 
have challenged this idea, shedding new light on the complex interior lives of 
plants.

In Brilliant Green, leading scientist Stefano Mancuso presents a new paradigm 
in our understanding of the vegetal world. He argues that plants process 
information, sleep, remember, and signal to one another—showing that, far 
from passive machines, plants are intelligent and aware. Part botany lesson, 
part manifesto, Brilliant Green is an engaging and passionate examination of 
the inner workings of the plant kingdom.

Financial support for the translation of this book has been provided by SEPS: 
Segretariato Europeo Per Le Pubblicazioni Scientifiche.

An intriguing and entertaining exploration of plant neurobiology

Stefano Mancuso is the Director of the International Laboratory of Plant Neurobiology 
(LINV) in Florence, Italy, a founder of the International Society for Plant Signaling and 
Behavior, and a professor at the University of Florence. His most recent project is the 
Jellyfish Barge, a modular floating greenhouse which grows plants through solar-
powered seawater desalination, featured in the 2015 Universal Expo in Milan. Mancuso’s 
books and papers have been published in numerous international magazines and 
journals, and La Repubblica newspaper has listed him among the twenty people who 
will change our lives.

Alessandra Viola is a scientific journalist, writer of documentaries, and a television 
scriptwriter. In 2011, she directed the Genoa Science Festival.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Florence, Italy
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Charles R. Wolfe

Urbanism Without Effort

Short, accessible look at how “unplanned” places that celebrate spontaneity 
in cities can offer universal principles for vibrant urban design

How do you create inviting and authentic urban spaces where people feel 
at home? In Urbanism Without Effort, Chuck Wolfe argues that “unplanned” 
places can often teach us more about great placemaking than planned ones. 
He highlights “first principles” of what makes humans feel happy and safe, 
drawing lessons from an impromptu movie nights in a Seattle alley to the 
adapted reuse of Diocletian’s Palace in Split, Croatia.

A whirlwind global tour, Urbanism Without Effort offers readers inspiration, 
historical context, and a better understanding of how an inviting urban 
environment is created.

Charles R. Wolfe provides a unique perspective about cities as a London and Seattle-
based urbanist writer, photographer, land use consultant, and attorney. He is a Visiting 
Scholar at KTH University (Royal Institute of Technology) in Stockholm, and a longtime 
Affiliate Associate Professor in the College of Built Environments at the University of 
Washington, where he teaches land-use law at the graduate level. Wolfe is author of 
Seeing the Better City, and has published articles in CityLab, The Atlantic, The Huffington 
Post, CityMetric, Governing, and Planetizen. He blogs at myurbanist.com.

AUTHOR RESIDENCE: Seattle, Washington

New in Paperback

Land Use Planning
January 2019 | 6 X 9 | 120 pages. 
85 photos.
Paperback: $20.00 978-1-61091-969-2  
E-Book: $19.99 978-1-61091-962-3
Island Press Short  
Selling Territory: Worldwide

Seeing the Better City
Charles R. Wolfe

People Cities
Annie Matan and 
Peter Newman

Of related interest 
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The Intergalactic 
Design Guide
 by Cheryl Heller

Page 5

Walkable City Rules 
by Jeff Speck
Page 3

The Farm Bill 
Daniel Imhoff with 

Christina Badaracco
Page 8

Vaquita
by Mary Beth Pfeiffer
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